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The TorahThe Torah’’s Law Codess Law Codes
Experiencing the Joy of TorahExperiencing the Joy of Torah

TodayToday’’s Agendas Agenda

• !e Aaronic priesthood
• !e uniqueness of biblical law
• Maintaining holiness with the Holiness Code
• !e “sin” offering and the Day of Atonement
• !e joy of Torah

The The Aaronic Aaronic PriesthoodPriesthood

Israel

Levi

Aaron

High
Priest

Priests

• Topics
– Hammurabi: property, trade, morality …
– Biblical codes: property, trade, morality, piety …

• Test case: lex talionis (“an eye for an eye”)
– Only applies within a social rank
– Both punitive and restrictive

Uniqueness ofUniqueness of  Biblical LawBiblical Law
A Matter of Substance?

Uniqueness ofUniqueness of  Biblical LawBiblical Law

• Casuistic (“case law”)
– “If [protasis] then [apodosis]”

“Whoever [protasis] must [apodosis]”
– Bottom-up, experiential
– Common throughout the ancient Near East

• Apodictic (“absolute law”)
– “[Action] must (not) be done”

“You must (not) [action]”
– Top-down, theoretical
– Alt: Unique to Israel?

A Matter of Style?

• Divine underpinnings
– Hammurabi: laws of divinely-appointed king
– Biblical: divine laws mediated by prophets and judges

Uniqueness ofUniqueness of  Biblical LawBiblical Law
A Matter of Source?
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Maintaining Holiness withMaintaining Holiness with
the Holiness Codethe Holiness Code
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Chart adapted from A. Hill & J. Walton, A Survey of the Old Testament (Zondervan, 1991)
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The The ““SinSin”” Offering and the Offering and the
Day of AtonementDay of Atonement

• Occasions for the “sin” offering
– Becoming aware of guilt
– Delivering a child
– Recovery from a skin disease
– Regularly scheduled annual sacrifices

• Function of the “sin” offering: to purify the
sanctuary and its paraphernalia and personnel

The Joy of TorahThe Joy of Torah

• !e biblical writers celebrated God’s Torah as
a gracious, life-giving gift

• !e core of the Priestly Torah is the
manifestation of God’s holiness expressed in
utmost respect for God and others

Next Time in Religion 101Next Time in Religion 101

• No class meeting due to Fall Faculty
Conference!

• But … work through the Preparation Guide,
because some of that material will be on the
Unit 2 test!

Unit 2D
Guidance in the Wilderness


