Growth of a Megacity

Mexico City is one of the fastest growing megalopolis cities in the world. These satellite images show the
transformation Mexico City underwent between 1973 and 2000. Areas of urban infrastructure appear as
shades of purple while natural vegetation is shown in green. In 1973 Mexico City had a population of about 9
million. In the ensuing years, the city expanded into surrounding areas. The forests in the mountains west
and south of the city suffered significant deforestation as the urban sprawl progressed. By 1986, Mexico
City’s population had soared to 14 million. In 1999, Mexico City had a population of 17.9 million, making it
the second largest metropolitan area in the world behind Tokyo, Japan. The Mexican megaloplis is expected
to reach 20 million in the next few years.

. Sy
s 1 Wil
.-)

TR e S Y . _ s N : . o) i S e G P
~ T "p"w.;ﬂ»' £ * Al . . A v \ " ~ ¥ . ! vl t'rj.".}"‘f g
- ‘fu"‘i‘i""’:.',’ : DN R LN sy ! \ - . - b ! : X ¢ =g ;‘,_ff;;'ffg}ﬁ_f. Be 2. 5 _
" Gyl o 7 £ : 'Qﬁ;‘;‘f{ﬂ%ﬁ'_;’)&—*:’ o A
& (5 71 N . g
! - . —
o o R * * 4 P
AN R o K 4 ’
IR 7 Sy Aty - A e e
e ECdpetet e Vol .
ARl i . \/ % . A o N
e Y i ” . ' o w * iy
B 2 . 1 auk X N
3 - ol S a . ¥ vl ; -
a T ™ L . j - 1 o - "
Ciugad Lopez Mdteog PRV £ Bt SRS i LW
o s Ay : . . ; g 2 Y v A
B e N e ~/4 AR T L LW S O %
\ k‘.. TG N % | Ydu S 4 S~
- -. P wn b e SR L% )
R - )

o Pe
= -
o i »

' ‘I’.;" .__:' F }’

W Historical urban boundaries
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