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Culture and Cultural Geography

What follows is a compilation of quotes and paraphrases about culture, geography, and cultural geography taken from geographic and related literature.  A careful examination of these ideas may help the teacher of social studies, and geography in particular, develop a clearer understanding of these terms.

CULTURE

· “There is a strictly geographic way of thinking of culture; namely, as the impress of the works of man upon the area.”  Carl O. Sauer

· “[Culture is] that complex whole which includes knowledge, beliefs, art, morals, law, custom and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society.”  Edward Tylor

· “Culture is that complex whole which includes artifacts, beliefs, art, all the other habits acquired by man as a member of society, and all the products of human activity as determined by these habits.”  Kluckhohn & Kelly

· “Culture consists of patterns, explicit and implicit, of and for behavior acquired and transmitted by symbols, constituting the distinctive achievement of human groups, including their embodiment in artifacts; the essential core of culture consists of traditional (i.e., historically derived and selected) ideas and especially their attached values; culture systems may on the one hand, be considered as products of actions, on the other as conditioning elements of further action.”  Kroeber & Kluckhohn

· “Geographers might well consider that the most useful differentiation of regions for a variety of purposes would be that based upon the cultures that inhabit them.”  William Thomas, Jr.

· “The first task of a ‘culture conscious’ geographer in studying a region is to see the region as it is understood by the people who inhabit it.”  William Thomas, Jr.

· “Culture exhibits regularities that permit its analysis by the methods of science;”  Melville J. Herskovits

· “culture dreives from the biological, environmental, psychological, and historical components of human existence.”  Melville J. Herskovits

· “Implicit in all the many definitions [of culture] is, of course, a principle of order: . . “  Philip L. Wagner

· “Language is a system which develops historically and cumulatively in relation to the culture it serves; because of this, it is one of the more durable cultural elements.”  Gray L. Fowler

· Culture is a system – all the aspects of culture are integrated parts of s system which is bound together by values and behavior.  (paraphrasing Ackerman)

· “For geographic purposes, culture may be described as consisting of three components: ideology, ‘works,’ and ‘ways of life.’ . . . Ideology refers to the set of ideas, concepts, values, attitudes, and goals, accepted by a group of people.”  Elaine M. Bjorklund

· “Each culture is closely associated with a particular economic pattern.  One cannot be understood without the other, and each reacts powerfully upon the other.”  Zelinsky

MAN-LAND RELATIONSHIPS 

· “The natural landscape is being subjected to transformation at the hands of man, the last and for us the must important morphologic factor.  By his cultures he makes use of the natural forms, in many cases alters them, in some destroys them.” Carl O. Sauer

· “Geography is not only land plus man, but land plus culture acting through man to reshape the land.  Through the concept of culture, the nature of geography approaches more closely to reality.”  William Thomas, Jr.

· “. . . the limits set by the environment vary in accordance with the technological equipment of any given culture.”  Melville J. Herskovits

· “Man perceives the environment through the medium of his culture.”  Ackerman

· “. . . ‘natural resources’ are in fact cultural appraisals.”  Carl O. Sauer

· To most geographers, ecology means man-land relations.  (paraphrase of Moss & Morgan)

· “Man becomes ecologically important once he has a tool in his hand.”  Wagner

· “The cultural landscape is the product of man’s activities in occupying an area.”  Miksell & Wagner

· “Technological abilities are essentially the measure of man’s impact upon his environment, and determine what substance he considers a valuable resource.  Primarily, then, technology and its concomitant socioeconomic organization are the cultural attributes through which man exerts his control over his physical and social environment.” Hans Carol

· “Habitats have widely different potentials for human utilization.  The range of cultural alterations they have permitted to date has been in some cases very narrow and restrictive, and in other very broad.”  Felix M. Keesing

· “Habitat exercises its most direct influence upon material culture or technology.  In nonmaterial aspects of culture, it provides minor and selective influences only.  The materials that go into the food menu, clothing, housing, tools, transport, and other technologically fashioned cultural elements must come from what the physical environment provides.  Yet even here the specifics – the combinations of foods, the styles of clothing, the choices between using adzes or axes, digging sticks or hoes – are not ‘determined.’  In a rainy climate, many shapes and sizes of roofs will keep people and their goods dry.  Moreover, trade can extend technical possibilities far beyond those allowed by local resources.”  Felix M. Keesing

· “Habitat . . . sets limits within which cultural behavior must always operate; it is restrictive even if not compulsive. . .  The whole story of technology is one of pushing back limits which previously appeared to exist. . . . Habitat in the more positive sense allows alternatives; it is permissive.”  Felix Keesing

· “. . . a people’s behavior must operate within the bounds of the external world as defined and perceived by their learned experience to that date.”  Felix Keesing

· “As a factor man is a profound modifier of natural balances, a source of energy, and a final determinant in interspecific competition, both of plants and animals.”  W.B. Morgan and R.P. Moss

CULTURE REGION

· “The culture-area concept over-stresses the space-factor at the expense of due consideration of time; culture is both changing and mobile.”  William Thomas, Jr.

· “For the geographer, however, the language map serves as a primary indicator of areas of cultural unity or separateness.”  Gary L. Fowler

· “As language is an integral element I the total cultural complex of a social group, its spatial pattern is relevant to any geography concerned with the significance of cultural differences to the spatial arrangement of other phenomena.”  Gary L. Fowler

· Language and religion may be the two indictors which get the closest to expressing cultural regionalism.  (paraphrasing Philip Wagner)

· “Man is not only a biological organism but also an animal of place, of locality.  His cultural life can therefore be studied as a regional phenomenon.”  Felix M. Keesing

· “The distinctive regional character is most clearly observable in the cores of regions and around their margins there are wide zones of transition where the characteristics of neighboring regions are mingled.”  P.E. James

· “The magnitude, complexity, and poorly understood inner workings of cultural phenomena all conspire to make delineating valid culture areas a risky business.”  Zelinsky

· “The student must avoid the easy assumption that nationality and cultural identity coincide; if his subject area is the entire nation [state or country], he must diligently scout for whatever subnational or international culture areas may be present and learn what he can about their demographic connotations.”  Zelinsky

· “A distinctive combination of traits will determine the peculiar cultural personality of every area; but these traits can be recognized only after preliminary investigation.”  Zelinsky

CULTURAL DIFUSION

· “Studies of cultural transmission in process have demonstrated that borrowing [of culture traits] is never indiscriminate, but is selective.”  Melville J. Hreskovits

· “Cultural differences tend to crystallize around language differences and these, in turn, are reinforced by language so that the two factors interact complexly.”  Gary L. Fowler

· “Viewed sociologically, the process of [cultural] diffusion may be characterized as the (1) acceptance, (2) over time, (3) of some specific item – an idea or practice, (4) by individuals, groups or other adopting units, linked (5) to specific channels of communication, (6) to a social structure, and (7) to a given system of values, or culture.”  Elihu Katz

· “Barnett and others have suggested that material items find more ready acceptance because (1) they are more easily communicated; (2) their utility is more readily demonstrable, and (3) typically, they are perceived as having fewer ramifications in other spheres of personal and social life [than beliefs or ideas would].”  Elihu Katz

· “The geographer, therefore, properly is engaged in charting the distribution over the earth of the arts and artifacts of man, to learn whence they came and how they spread, what their contexts are in cultural and physical environments.”  Carl O. Sauer

· “In the history of man, unless I misread it greatly, diffusion of ideas from a few hearths has been the rule; independent, parallel invention the exception.”  Carl O. Sauer

· People carry culture, therefore population movements are worthwhile subjects for cultural geographers.  (paraphrase of Hagerstrand)

CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY

· “Further thought should be given to the recognition of the fundamental problem in cultural geography.  For instance, is cultural geography to be defined as the study of cultures on the earth surface or as the study of the impact of culture upon the earth shell.”  Hans Carol

· “When the geographer has fully defined the culture of an area (and has inventoried its physical geography), he has all the background material needed to analyze the population geography of that area.”  Zelinsky

· “The fundamental contribution of ecology to the [cultural] geographer, therefore is in providing a methodology.”  D.R. Stoddart
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CULTURE DEFINITION – J. Naumann’s synthesis of many definitions.


Culture is the dynamic, generally-accepted way of life (its material and non-material expressions) of a group of people which results from the accumulated and ever-changing world view, attitudes, objectives, and technical skills of the group.
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