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About Me:
I am a High School English teacher with St. Louis Public Schools, currently teaching 10th Grade  Reading Remediation at Vashon High School.  Due to a rather bizarre chain of events and circumstances, I have also taught at Beaumont High School and Alternative Education South, where I taught a range of courses including Journalism, AVID, Freshman Literature, Sophomore World Literature, and Middle School Creative Writing.  The adventure has taught me flexibly and the value of constantly learning.  Before joining Teach For America to work in urban education and help close the achievement gap, I studied Journalism and Global Health at Northwestern University.  I worked at a variety of magazines, newspapers and online publications including National Geographic Adventure magazine.  I also worked with the Medill Innocence Project where I collaborated with a team to re-investigate a potential wrongful conviction in a double homicide case.  Working with the Innocence Project showed me firsthand some drastic consequences of inequalities in education and inspired me to go into teaching.   In my free time, I enjoy travel, cooking, biking, painting and yoga.

“ It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expression and knowledge.”
- Albert Einstein
“Roadtrips teach more than textbooks.  Drive.”
– Mindy Zacharjasz
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Overview:
Rationale:

I am creating this writing unit because I believe my students need confidence and experience in writing and need to engage at a high and personal level with the texts they are reading.  This writing unit will offer them the chance to do this – to engage in their reading, to see themselves as readers and writers and to identify and communicate with a writer.  Students are currently reading high interest, lexiled, choice independent reading books.  This writing unit will ask them to take their engagement with the novel – and with the author – to the next level by having them get in the mind of the characters and the writer and write their own additional or alternate chapter.

This writing unit is for my 10th grade reading remediation class.  My students are significantly behind grade level in reading (most are between a 3rd and 7th grade level), and are lacking in writing skills as well.  They are all in a general English class and are getting general writing instruction though that class as well.  The focus of our class is to drastically improve their reading skills and build confidence for further academic success.  For this reason, I would like to focus our writing work on building engagement, investment and confidence and voice.  Focusing on voice will lead students to examine what makes writing unique and compelling.  Putting themselves in the characters’ and author’s shoes will give them deep insight.  Having the opportunity to potentially communicate their ideas with the original writers will give them something to work toward and connect in a meaningful way outside the classroom.

Summary:

Students are independently reading high interest, lexiled, choice reading book both in and out of class.  They are engaging with the book currently though Quote Response Journal entries, as well as informal conversations with others reading the same book and with myself.  With the Quote Response Journals (QRJ), students are identifying quotes from the text that they find interesting, don’t quite understand, evoke an image, etc., and writing their reactions to them.  Upon completion of their novels (or at a pre-determined stop point), they will “get into the head” of the characters and author and write their own additional or alternative chapter (or section, depending on length) of the book.  To get to this point, we will do classroom lessons and exercises on voice and character and examine what makes writing work in general and in their book.  We will work as a whole class, independently and cooperatively to create this additional or alternate chapter.  The final presentation will be to our class by presentation and also by reaching out to the original book authors with our new stories.  

Objectives:

R1D: Read [grade-level] instructional text with fluency, accuracy, comprehension and appropriate expression.

R1F: Apply pre-reading strategies to aid comprehension (a-d)

R1G: During reading, utilize strategies (a-g)

R1H(a-f): Post-reading skills to comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate

R1I(a-c): Compare, contrast, analyze and evaluate connections

R2Cb: Use details from text to analyze character, plot, setting, point of view

W1A: Apply a writing process to write effectively in various forms and types of writing

W2A(a,b): Compose text showing awareness for audience; choosing a form and point of view appropriate to purpose and audience.

W2B(a-d): Compose text with strong controlling idea, relevant specific details, complex ideas, freshness of thought

W2C(a-g): Compose text with effective beginning, middle, and end, a logical order, effective paragraphing, cohesive devices, varied sentence structure, clarity of expression, active voice

W2D: Compose text using precise and vivid language, writing technique such as imagery, humor, voice and figurative language.

W2E(a-c): In written text apply conventions of capitalization, conventions of punctuation, standard usage

W3A(a-e): Compose a variety of texts using narrative, descriptive, expository, and/or persuasive features & including literary analysis

Length of Curriculum:

Approximately 4 weeks.  (The reading component of this unit is ongoing thoughout the quarter.  The writing focus will be about 4 weeks, specific timeframe TBA.  Due to scheduling and curriculum constraints, unit may need to be adapted to be a smaller portion of the class over a longer time.  Ex: 20 minutes each day for 6 weeks, vs. full class for 3-4 weeks.)
Materials and Resources:

School:
· Computers

· Printer (?)

· Copies of books

· Overhead projector
Teacher:
· Quote Response Journals

· Author websites

· Sample and exemplar voice passages

· Chart paper
Student:
· Pencils

· Completed Quote Response Journals

· Paper 

· Copies of books (transporting to and from school)
Means of Assessment: 

Formative: Completion and quality checks of Quote Response Journals will serve as formative checks for reading portion.  Voice practice exercises, exit slips, quick quizzes and smaller elements that lead to buildup will serve as formative assessment of writing portion.

Summative:  The culminating project for this unit is an alternate or additional chapter (or section, depending on length of chapters and books) of the book the student read.  It a will include specific audience, purpose and context within the novel, as well as heavy emphasis on voice.  The final stories will be displayed and presented to the class.  We will also reach out to the authors of their novels and send them their new versions.
Lesson Plans

Lesson Plan #1, Day 1

	
	Date: TBD

	Objective

Students will be able to 
	Students will be able to define voice and mimic a specific voice in a variety of passages.

	Assessment

By the end of class, what should your students be able to do, know, or answer?
	Students will make define voice in discussion and mimic voice by inserting a sentence into a passage in the voice of the original author.

	Spiraled Skills

What other skills will be touched upon or reviewed during class? How will this be integrated?  Please choose at least one other skill.
	*Reading fluency

*Word Choice

*Vocabulary/Context Clues

While discussing voice examples, students will read aloud as well as independently to promote fluency.  We will look at specific word choices that create a certain voice.  We will directly study vocab words and pick some to review with context clues while reading. 

	Opening

What is the purpose of this lesson?
	Do Now: Who is your favorite character in a movie, TV show or book?  Write a paragraph as if you were this character (in his or her voice) about something important to him or her.

Rationale:  I want m students to think about voice and identify it without explicitly knowing they are doing it.  Most students can mimic the voice of someone or something they know well.  This will allow us to dive into the unit and discuss voice.

Project setup:  Because this lesson is the unit opener, I will take this time to explain the project we are doing, pass out and review the Student Calendar, Student Handout and Rubric.  We will briefly look at an exemplar project, and then we will build out portfolios and begin the table of contents with the first assignment for the day: Mimic the Masters.  Supplies needed: folders, markers, paper.  After this, we will begin the lesson on Voice and mimicking voice.
 

	Introduction to New Material:
	What is voice?  Go over the Do Now and explain that voice is the unique way in which an author writes or a character or person speaks.  Voice is unique and makes writer or speeches interesting and belonging to their owner.  Writing or speaking in a way that “only that person” could have done.  Look at definitions and examples from the 6 Traits writing rubric.  

We will go through several examples identifying voice together on guided notes, then students will think-pair-share to ID voice.



	Guided Practice/ Independent Practice:
	Explain the “Mimicking the Masters” activity:  In groups (about 4 students), you will each receive a paragraph written by a famous, but familiar and high interest author (Jerry Spinelli, Walter Dean Meyers, Sharon Draper, J.K. Rowling).  Your job will be to insert three sentences into the paragraph so that no one else in your group can tell which sentences you added and which were from the original author.  In other words, you will take on the voice of your author and trick your groupmates.  When you are done, each of your groupmates will underline the sentence they think are the ones you added and we’ll see who was tricked and who really mimicked the masters!

Note: my classroom has 4 computers available, including mine.  Depending on number of students present, each may use a computer.  Otherwise, paragraphs will be handwritten over again.

Before we do this, we will look at several examples (as a guided practice).  First, I will show them of an example of a paragraph with sentences inserted and they will ID the fakes.  We will be sure to discuss what makes it difficult/easy to figure out, focusing on elements of voice, sentences length, grammar, etc.  Then we will look at a famous author paragraph and try inserting sentences into it as a group.  Then, students will participate in the group/independent practice activity and we will share results and discuss what worked/didn’t work whole group.

	Closing

How will students receive feedback on their performance?  How will you determine evidence of mastery?
	I will grade and assess Mimic the Masters activity with a rubric or scoring guide looking for evidence of taking on the voice for specific points.  We will close by reiterating the things that make voice work, why it is important, etc.

NOTE: we will also, time permitting, have our usual rotation time throughout this unit.  We will either return to the Voyager Curriculum which focuses on reading skills and vocabulary, have independent reading time or work on the VocabJourney online technology component. 


Lesson Plan #2: Voice in YOUR book!

	
	Date: TBD

	Objective

Students will be able to 
	Students will be able to identify and mimic voice from their independent reading books by creating a “character sketch” and diary entry in the voice of heir narrator. 

	Assessment

By the end of class, what should your students be able to do, know, or answer?
	Students will identify voice of the narrator of their book in written description (Who’s Your Narrator activity) and begin to create a diary entry in the voice of character or narrator.

	Spiraled Skills

What other skills will be touched upon or reviewed during class? How will this be integrated?  Please choose at least one other skill.
	*Reading fluency

*Word Choice

*Vocabulary/Context Clues

While discussing voice examples, students will read aloud as well as independently to promote fluency.  We will look at specific word choices that create a certain voice.  We will directly study vocab words and pick some to review with context clues while reading. 

	Opening

What is the purpose of this lesson?
	Do Now: Write a description and draw a picture of the narrator or main character from your book. What makes this person unique?  Who is he or she?  

Rationale:  Now that we know what voice is and how to identify it, I want my students to focus on their novel.  This lesson will focus on this and allow students to get into the voice of the novel, which is a key step in the project.

	Introduction to New Material:
	Review: What’s the voice?  First, we will review voice and look at some of the examples we generated during the previous class.  

Modeling: The purpose of today’s lesson is to “paint a picture” of the narrator in our own books because this will help us identify, and ultimately take on the voice of this character/narrator.  First, I will model doing this with a well-known, high interest example (Harry Potter, for example).  I will list qualities of this person, types of things he or she thinks, actions, things that make the person unique, write as much as possible into this “character sketch” (organizer provided for guidance).  

	Guided Practice:
	“We Do”:  Then, we will look at another example and repeat the process together, for another well-known high interest character, again creating as detailed a character sketch/profile as possible. We will fill out the organizer together/in pairs/small groups.

Model/practice “Dear Diary”: Students will repeat that activity for the narrator of their novel, and will then write a diary entry in the voice.  This part of the activity will spill over to the next class period, but it will be discussed and modeled at this time, looking at the previous two examples.  Explanation and modeling will continue as students complete character sketch/profile//Who’s Your Narrator activity.



	Independent Practice:
	You Do:  Students will complete the character sketch/profile/”Who’s Your Narrator” activity independently for the narrator of their novel.  This will be entered into the portfolio and Table of Contents.  Students will use their sketches and description from Do Now to get them started.  After students are finished with this, I will review the assignment with them to make sure it is complete and I will provide immediate feedback and push students to go further when needed.  

Dear Diary:  Upon completion of the previous activity, students will work on Dear Diary assignment.  This will be continued on the next class and will be modeled, exemplars provided, edited, etc.

	Closing

How will students receive feedback on their performance?  How will you determine evidence of mastery?
	I will grade and assess Who’s Your Narratort/character sketch/profile activity with a rubric or scoring guide looking for evidence of taking on the voice for specific points.  We will close by reiterating the things that make voice work, why it is important, etc.  I will gauge progress on the Dear Diary assignment as well.

NOTE: we will also, time permitting, have our usual rotation time throughout this unit.  We will either return to the Voyager Curriculum which focuses on reading skills and vocabulary, have independent reading time or work on the VocabJourney online technology component. 


Lesson Plan #3: What’s Your Plot

	
	Date: TBD

	Objective

Students will be able to 
	Students will be able to identify the elements of plot and apply them to their novels with the use of graphic organizers.

	Assessment

By the end of class, what should your students be able to do, know, or answer?
	Students will identify plot elements of their novel with the use of a graphic organizers.  Students will begin the Where/When/Why assignment based on this.

	Spiraled Skills

What other skills will be touched upon or reviewed during class? How will this be integrated?  Please choose at least one other skill.
	*Reading fluency

*Word Choice

*Vocabulary/Context Clues

While discussing examples, students will read aloud as well as independently to promote fluency.  We will look at specific word choices that create a certain voice and story structure.  We will directly study vocab words and pick some to review with context clues while reading. 

	Opening

What is the purpose of this lesson?
	Do Now: What is plot?  What are the elements of plot?  

Rationale:  Since students should already be familiar with plot in general, we will briefly go over the elements of plot in order to set students up to identify the elements of plot in their novels.  The purpose of this in the broader context of the unit is so students can best determine where they want to insert their original chapters.  I will emphasize this purpose to the students.

	Introduction to New Material:
	Elements of Plot:  We will first discuss the elements of plot by using guided notes and the plot graphic organizer.  Students should be familiar with these terms, so it will be more of a refresher.  

Modeling: identifying plot elements.  The purpose of today’s lesson is to identify the plot elements of our stories.  First, we’ll practice that with a short story.  Fill out together or on a poster and on individual graphic organizer handouts the plot elements of a brief story from Sideways Stories from Wayside School.   We will label the elements on the graphic organizer poster and handouts.

	Guided Practice:
	“We Do”: identifying plot elements:  Then, we will look at other examples of a Wayside School stories.  In pairs, students will fill out the plot graphic organizers, then present in a poster to the class.  Note: I may abbreviate this based on immediate feedback.  If it is very clear that students understand how to do this, we will eliminate the presentations and just do a quick practice.  If they need more practice doing this, we will do presentations.  If only some need more practice, only some will do this part. This will be based on direct feedback and observations during class.

	Independent Practice:
	You Do:  Students will fill out the plot graphic organizer for their novels, according to the same procedure practiced.  Upon successful completion and review with me (I will provide immediate feedback), students will move on to the “Where/When/Why” assignment.  This will be modeled and explained.  It has students look at the current plot and explore where might be a good place to insert an original chapter?  When in the story?  Why and what would it accomplish?  This is a key piece of the assignment and will be continued in the next classes.

	Closing

How will students receive feedback on their performance?  How will you determine evidence of mastery?
	I will grade and assess plot graphic organizer and practice activities, and gauge progress on the Where/When/Why assignment.  We will close by reiterating the purpose of this in the context of our projects and looking ahead.

NOTE: we will also, time permitting, have our usual rotation time throughout this unit.  We will either return to the Voyager Curriculum which focuses on reading skills and vocabulary, have independent reading time or work on the VocabJourney online technology component. 


Lesson Plan #4: Outlining and Drafting Day 1

	
	Date: TBD

	Objective

Students will be able to 
	Students will be able to write a draft of their new chapters with logical plot and sequencing. 

	Assessment

By the end of class, what should your students be able to do, know, or answer?
	Students will write a draft of their new chapters, focusing today on plot (will focus on voice and conventions during the next class).  

	Spiraled Skills

What other skills will be touched upon or reviewed during class? How will this be integrated?  Please choose at least one other skill.
	*Reading fluency

*Word Choice

*Vocabulary/Context Clues

While discussing examples, students will read aloud as well as independently to promote fluency.  We will look at specific word choices that create a certain voice.  We will directly study vocab words and pick some to review with context clues while reading. 

	Opening

What is the purpose of this lesson?
	Do Now: Revise your outline.

Rationale:  The purpose of today’s lesson is to create a draft of the new chapter.  Today, we will focus on plot and sequencing, drawing from our Where/When/Why and sequencing map assignments.  This will set us up to focus on voice and conventions tomorrow.

	Introduction to New Material:
	Model Outline to Draft:  Take an exemplar student outline(from another class) and model turning it into a draft while making use of the sequencing map and Where/When/Why assignment.  Explain that the focus of the day is plot and sequencing and we will focus on the voice and conventions tomorrow.  If possible, take an outline and draft from a professional author and look at he relationship.

	Guided Practice:
	“We Do”: drafting: In pairs, students conference about how they might turn their outlines into drafts, bounce ideas, etc.  I will listen in on meetings and provide feedback.

	Independent Practice:
	You Do:  Students have work time to write drafts of stories.  I will be available for discussions and consultation throughout.

	Closing

How will students receive feedback on their performance?  How will you determine evidence of mastery?
	I will assess progress on drafts, specifically focusing on plot.  Students will discuss with their original conference partners how today went and what the will work further on for the next class.

NOTE: we will also, time permitting, have our usual rotation time throughout this unit.  We will either return to the Voyager Curriculum which focuses on reading skills and vocabulary, have independent reading time or work on the VocabJourney online technology component. 


Student Handout

Zacharjasz
You  Be The Writer! VOICE Portfolio Project

You’ve spent the past month reading a novel in and out of class.  Along the way, you’ve kept your Quote Response Journal and you’ve pointed out the areas you thought were interesting, made you wonder, evokes an image, or made you laugh.  You’ve gotten to know your characters and your story and now it is your turn! Your task is to create an alternate or additional chapter (or section) of your story.  You will get in the head of you characters and the author and take on the voice of the narrator.  You’ll complete a portfolio with our assignments along the way and you’ll present your new chapter to our class…and to the book’s author!

This project has four major elements:  Your Portfolio, Your Author’s Package, Your Presentation, and Your Final Chapter.  Below is an overview and the rubric for this assignment.  Details will be discussed in class.
Your PORTFOLIO will consist of the following assignments, as well as all drafts and related materials.  It will be graded for completion, quality, organization and creativity (see Rubric).
1. Mimic the Masters (Mimicking voice practice exercise)
2. Who is your Narrator? (finding the voice in your novel guide)
3. Dear Diary (Diary in the voice of the narrator/a character in your novel)
4. Author Research Sheet (research and information on your author)
5. Where/What/Why? (plot and story building: where to add, what to add and why?)will
6. Draft of your chapter

7. Editing/Revision of your chapter
8. Final Chapter

9. Letter to Your Author 
10. Presentation Visual Aid

11. Table of Contents

Your FINAL CHAPTER will be an alternate or new chapter to your novel, written in the voice of the narrator.  

Your AUTHOR’S PACKAGE will include a letter to your author, your Where/What/Why assignment, and a copy of your final chapter.  Since this is going to a real author, it must be complete, creative and professional in order to be sent.  

In your PRESENTATION, you will create a visual aid and creatively present your new work to the class!
[image: image2.wmf]
You Be The Writer! VOICE Portfolio Project Rubric:
The following rubric will be used to score your portfolio.  In addition to this, each individual assignment will receive an separate grade.  Scoring guides and specific directions for the assignments will be explained in class.
	Criteria
	0
	3
	5

	Portfolio: Completion
	Five points for each completed assignment:                 / 55

	Portfolio:

Quality
	Sum of scores for individual assignments:          / TBA    .



	Portfolio:  Organization and Creativity
	Portfolio is difficult to follow, lacks effort.
	Portfolio is generally easy to follow, some creativity is demonstrated.
	Portfolio is easy to follow and exceptionally creative.  Goes above and beyond.

	Presentation:
	Lacks preparation, missing key elements from presentation, lacks visual aids and creativity.
	Generally prepared and thorough, use of visual aids, could use more preparation or creativity.  
	Presentation is creative, complete, engaging to audience, excellent use of visual aids, extremely prepared.

	Final Chapter: Voice
	Chapter is written in a voice that does not resemble the voice of the novel.  Little attempt is made.
	Chapter is written in a voice that is close to the voice of the novel, though something is missing or awkward.  Significant attempt is made.
	Final chapter is written in a strong voice that blends in seamlessly with the novel.  Excellent use of language and voice.

	Final Chapter: Plot
	Plot of final chapter does not make sense in the context of the novel.  Is difficult to follow, or little attempt is made. 
	Plot of final chapter generally works with the plot of the novel.  Could be awkward or misplaced.
	Plot of final chapter flawlessly fits in to the plot of the novel.  Original and creative addition to the story.

	Final Chapter: Conventions 
	Significant problems with conventions in final piece.  Errors make it difficult the story difficult to understand; in great need of editing.
	There are multiple mistakes in conventions of final piece; would benefit from further editing.
	Conventions of final piece are exceptionally strong; few to no mistakes in grammar, usage, spelling, etc. 

	Package for Author (Letter, What/Where/Why, Final Chapter)
	Package for author is incomplete or  severely lacking in creativity, professionalism, conventions, or is otherwise inappropriate to send.
	Package for author is complete, but lacking in creativity, professionalism or other factor.
	Package for author is complete, exceptionally creative, letter is strong, convincing and professional.


You Be The Writer! VOICE Portfolio Project 

Teacher Calendar:

	Week 1:
	Monday/Tuesday
	Wednesday/Thursday
	Friday

	
	Project introduction

· Introduce project

· Pass out and review Student Calendar, Student Handout and Rubric.

· Build Portfolio, start TOC.  Supplies needed: folders, markers, paper

Lesson: What is Voice? How do you mimic a voice? INM:  Introduce voice with examples, see 6-traits guide.  GP/IP: Mimicking the Masters –students insert new sentences into passages trying to capture the voice, guess which sentences added.

Rotation: (pick 1 or more as necessary, time permitting.   Use this time to return to Voyager Curriculum):  VocabJourney, Independent Reading, Skills work Voyager

HW:  SSR + QRJ page
	Lesson: Voice in YOUR book!  Model identifying and creating a picture of the narrator in model passages.  GP: try this together on one, then IP: Who’s Your Narrator activity for individual novels.  

Upon completion, model Dear Diary, students begin.
Rotation: (pick 1 or more as necessary, time permitting.   Use this time to return to Voyager Curriculum):  VocabJourney, Independent Reading, Skills work Voyager

HW:  SSR + QRJ page
	Lesson: Voice in YOUR book! Dear Diary:  model Dear Diary assignment, students complete for portfolio work.

Rotation: (pick 1 or more as necessary, time permitting.   Use this time to return to Voyager Curriculum):  VocabJourney, Independent Reading, Skills work Voyager.  Priority on conferencing with students about voice assignments so far.

	Week 2:
	Lesson: Author Research:  Explain importance of researching author background and discuss Author Package component.  Model with Louis Schaffer.  Students have research time on computer and books and complete Author Research Sheet.

Rotation: (pick 1 or more as necessary, time permitting.   Use this time to return to Voyager Curriculum):  VocabJourney, Independent Reading, Skills work Voyager

HW:  SSR + QRJ page
	Lesson: What’s Your Plot?  : Go over and model elements of plot with plot graphic organizers.  Model with Wayside School story.  Students begin the Where/When/Why assignment
Rotation: (pick 1 or more as necessary, time permitting.   Use this time to return to Voyager Curriculum):  VocabJourney, Independent Reading, Skills work Voyager

HW:  SSR + QRJ page
	Lesson: Plot and Story: Continue with Where/When/Why assignment.  Model adding sections and sequencing.
Rotation: (pick 1 or more as necessary) priority on conferencing.

	Week 3:
	Lesson: Plot, sequencing, outlining: Model outlining and adding.  Students work on part 3 of What/WhereWhy and begin outline.

Rotation: (pick 1 or more as necessary, time permitting.   Use this time to return to Voyager Curriculum):  VocabJourney, Independent Reading, Skills work Voyager

HW:  SSR + QRJ page 
	Lesson: Outlining and Drafting.  Take  an exemplar student outline and model turning it into a draft.  Focus on the plot today, voice and conventions tomorrow.

Rotation: (pick 1 or more as necessary, time permitting.   Use this time to return to Voyager Curriculum):  VocabJourney, Independent Reading, Skills work Voyager

HW:  SSR + QRJ page
	Lesson: Outlining and Drafting day 2.  Model adding voice to a plot story.  Use student work as model.  Students continue their draft work.

Priority on conferencing

	Week 4
	Lesson:  Editing/revision.  Model editing and plot focused revision.  Use checklist and student work.  Students work on this in pairs.

Rotation: (pick 1 or more as necessary, time permitting.   Use this time to return to Voyager Curriculum):  VocabJourney, Independent Reading, Skills work Voyager

HW:  SSR + QRJ page
	Lesson:  Editing/revision.  Model editing and voice and conventions focused revision.  Use checklist and student work.  Students work on this in pairs, or in rotation (“assembly line style”)

Rotation: (pick 1 or more as necessary, time permitting.   Use this time to return to Voyager Curriculum):  VocabJourney, Independent Reading, Skills work Voyager

HW:  SSR + QRJ page
	Lesson:  Final Chapter, Letter  Show exemplars of polished work, introduce details for Author letter.  From this point forward, students are working at own pace with deadline in mind.  

Priority on conferencing.



	Week 5
	Final Story, Letter, Visual Aid/Presentation Prep: Exemplars of stories, letters, and visual aids available.  Materials to make all of these available.  Students are working at own pace with deadline in mind.

Time permitting, Rotation.

HW: Finishing up the project!

	Final Story, Letter, Visual Aid/Presentation Prep: Exemplars of stories, letters, and visual aids available.  Materials to make all of these available.  Students are working at own pace with deadline in mind.

Time permitting, Rotation.

HW: Finishing up the project!

	Presentation, Author’s Package, Portfolio preparations Exemplars of stories, letters, and visual aids available.  Materials to make all of these available.  Students are working at own pace with deadline in mind. Rehearsal time and feedback for presentations, editing available.

	Week 6
	Presentation, Author Package sendoff:  students present,  rubric.  Final portfolio and package due with presentation.  Class celebration.

Time permitting, rotation.
	Presentation, Author Package sendoff:  students present,  rubric.  Final portfolio and package due with presentation.  Class celebration.

Time permitting, rotation.
	


What’s Going On & When?!  

You Be The Writer! VOICE Portfolio Project 

Student Calendar:

You Be The Writer! Now it’s your turn to write a new or alternate chapter to your novel…in the voice of the narrator!
Teacher note: This project will likely be done in supplement to a typical unit and will be merged into that calendar. SSR and VocabJourney and Skill work are listed here.

	Week 1:
	Monday/Tuesday
	Wednesday/Thursday
	Friday

	
	Project introduction

· Review project calendar

· Build portfolio 

What is Voice? How do you mimic a voice?
· Mimicking the Masters

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout

HW:

· SSR + QRJ page
	Voice in YOUR book!

· Who’s your Narrator?

· Dear Diary (begin)

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout

HW:

· SSR + QRJ page
	Voice in YOUR book!
· Dear Diary (continued) 

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· Conferences

· Skills workout/Reteach

	Week 2:
	Author Research

· Author Research Sheet (computer and book research time)
	What’s Your Plot?  

· Plot your story

· Where/When/Why Part 1
	Plot and Story

· Where/When/Why Part 2

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· Conferences

· Skills workout/Reteach

	
	Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout
	Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout
	· 

	
	HW:

· SSR + QRJ page
	HW:

· SSR + QRJ page
	· 

	Week 3:
	Plot, sequencing, outlining

· Who/What/Where part 3

· Outline (begin)

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout

HW: 

· SSR + QRJ page


	Outlining and Drafting
· Outline

· Draft (begin)

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout

HW: 

· SSR + QRJ page


	Outlining and Drafting day 2

· Outline

· Draft 

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· Conferences

· Skills workout/Reteach

	Week 4
	Editing/revision of chapter

· Peer editing/revision (plot)

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout

HW: 

· SSR + QRJ page


	Editing/revision of chapter day 2

· Peer editing/revision (voice, conventions)

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout

HW: 

· SSR + QRJ page


	Final Chapter, Letter

· Final Chapter

· Author Letter

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· Conferences
· Skills workout/Reteach

	Week 5
	Final Story, Letter, Visual Aid/Presentation Prep

· Final Chapter

· Author Letter

· Visual Aid

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout

HW: 

· SSR + QRJ page


	Final story, Letter, Visual Aid

· Final Chapter

· Author Letter

· Visual Aid

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout

HW: 

· SSR + QRJ page


	Presentation, Author’s Package, Portfolio preparations.  

Presentations next week!

	Week 6
	Presentation, Author Package sendoff!!

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout

HW: 

· SSR + QRJ page


	Presentation, Author Package sendoff!!

Rotation:

· SSR + QRJ page

· VocabJourney

· Skills workout

HW: 

· SSR + QRJ page


	


Name:








Date:







Period:

Parts of Plot
Title: ___________________________________________________






























Exposition





Rising Action





Climax





Falling Action





Resolution








