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Defining Physiologic Density

The concept of physiologic density is discussed in several chapters. This measure of population density refers to the number of people per unit area of arable land, a basic indicator of a country's food-producing capability—and the human pressures placed upon it. In the textbook on pp. 36–41, Table I-1 (Area and Demographic Data for the World's States) provides only the arithmetic density for each of the world's states (the ratio of its total population to total land area). The list below provides the Year 2000 physiologic density for each of those states, which will be a new data column in the book's next edition.

The "Arable Land" Caveat

Two caveats should be kept in mind when integrating these data with Table I-1 and text discussions of physiologic density. First, some minor numerical inconsistencies may be discerned because the following list is based on a newer data set of arable land (only Bangladesh, covered on pp. 410 and 417, requires a noteworthy adjustment—from 4020 to 3487). Second, arable land is defined as all land cultivated for crops that are replanted after each harvest, which excludes land in permanent crops that are not replanted after harvesting (such as rubber, citrus, and coffee).

Area and Demographic Data for the World's States, Year 2000 -- Europe | North America | Middle America | South America | North Africa/Soutwest Asia | Subsaharan  Africa | South Asia | East Asia | Southeast Asia | Austral Realm | Pacific Realm

Physiologic density is expressed in the number of people per square mile of arable land.

                             

 Physiologic

                                  
Density

            EUROPE

            Albania                 
1,525

            Austria                 
1,494

            Belarus                       435

            Belgium                  
3,604

            Bosnia                  
1,450

            Bulgaria                      519

            Croatia                   
    925

            Cyprus                  
1,628

            Czech Rep                 844

            Denmark                    539

            Estonia                       418

            Finland                         55

            France                        845

            Germany                
1,850

            Greece                  
1,110

            Hungary                      549

            Iceland

            Ireland                 
1,069

            Italy                   
1,640

            Latvia                    
    370

            Lithuania                     302

            Luxemb'rg               1,667

            Macedonia             
 4,082

            Moldova                      624

            Netherlands            4,463

            Norway                  
1,257

            Poland                        703

            Portugal                
1,083

            Romania                     615

            Slovakia                      936

            Slovenia                
2,137

            Spain                          681

            Sweden                      802

            Switzerland            
4,640

            Ukraine                      383

            UK                      
2,543

            Yugoslavia              1,314

            RUSSIA                     277

            Armenia                 
2,054

            Azerbaijan              
1,314

            Georgia                 
2,231

            NORTH AMERICA

            Canada                      174

            U.S.A.                        380

            MIDDLE AMERICA

            Antigua/Bbda.       
3,268

            Bahamas                 7,692

            Barbados                4,770

            Belize                  
1,136

            Costa Rica              3,046

            Cuba                    
1,110

            Dominica                
3,704

            Dom. Rep.              2,215

            El Salvador             2,824

            Grenada                 
6,667

            Guadeloupe           
4,082

            Guatemala               2,446

            Haiti                   
3,679

            Honduras                   957

            Jamaica                 
4,592

            Martinique             12,195

            Mexico                  
1,151

            Neth. Antilles          6,667

            Nicaragua               1,209

            Panama                  1,443

            Puerto Rico           29,411

            Saint Lucia             
6,250

            St. Vin./Gren.          1,316

            Trinidad/Tob.         
4,333

            SOUTH AMERICA

            Argentina                   388

            Bolivia                 
1,003

            Brazil                  
1,021

            Chile                   
1,052

            Colombia                2,506

            Ecuador                 
1,980

            Fr. Guiana                  588

            Guyana                      461

            Paraguay                   598

            Peru                    
1,841

            Suriname                    664

            Uruguay                      611

            Venezuela               1,784

            NORTH AFRICA/

            SOUTHWEST ASIA

            Afghanistan                864

            Algeria                 
1,149

            Bahrain               222,222

            Djibouti

            Egypt                   
8,899

            Eritrea                   
    855

            Iran                    
1,051

            Iraq                    
1,135

            Israel                  
4,559

            Gaza                     92,307

            West Bank                ----

            Jordan                  
3,499

            Kazakhstan                128

            Kuwait                 ------

            Kyrgyzstan                925

            Lebanon                 5,000

            Libya                     
   898

            Morocco                    790

            Oman                    -----

            Qatar                     11,628

            Saudi Arabia            1,289

            Somalia                 
2,353

            Sudan                         647

            Syria                     
    830

            Tajikistan              
1,934

            Tunisia                  
    868

            Turkey                    
    702

            Turkmenistan              900

            United Arab Em          -----

            Uzbekistan              1,764

            Western Sahara          -----

            Yemen                   
2,763

            SUBSAHARAN AFRICA

            Angola                  
1,329

            Benin                   
1,153

            Botswana                   640

            Burkina Faso              874

            Burundi                 
1,331

            Cameroon                  646

            Cape Verde Is.      
2,273

            Central Afr. Rep.        485

            Chad                          542

            Comoros                 1,587

            Congo                   
1,067

            Congo, The           
1,988

            Equat. Guinea            741

            Ethiopia                
1,325

            Gabon                   
1,206

            Gambia                  
1,852

            Ghana                   
1,896

            Guinea                  
4,162

            Guinea-Bissau           917

            Ivory Coast             1,669

            Kenya                   
1,911

            Lesotho                 
1,709

            Liberia                 
8,065

            Madagascar           
1,659

            Malawi                  
1,561

            Mali                    
1,136

            Mauritania                  657

            Mauritius               
3,061

            Moçambique          
1,602

            Namibia                     535

            Niger                     
   736

            Nigeria                 
1,113

            Réunion                 
4,118.7

            Rwanda                  2,496

            São Tome/

 Principe      
         34,483

            Senegal                 
1,066

            Seychelles            25,000

            Sierra Leone          
2,476

            South Africa               853

            Swaziland             
1,515

            Tanzania               
3,137

            Togo                           652

            Uganda                  
1,147

            Zambia                       493

            Zimbabwe             
1,081

            SOUTH ASIA

            Bangladesh            
3,487

            Bhutan                  
2,473

            India                   
1,594

            Maldives               25,000

            Nepal                   2,763

            Pakistan                1,867

            Sri Lanka               5,543

            EAST ASIA

 China                   
3,521 

3,601.3 (10%) 1,268.0

            Japan                   
7,953

            Korea, North          
3,472

            Korea, South          
6,534

            Mongolia                    413

            Taiwan                  
6,577

            SOUTHEAST ASIA

            Brunei                   15,000

            Cambodia               1,275.3

            Indonesia               
3,306

            Laos                    
2,095

            Malaysia                
6,068

            Myanmar                 1,287

            Philippines             
3,603

            Singapore           833,333

            Thailand                     929

            Vietnam                 
3,762

            AUSTRAL REALM

            Australia                      107

            New Zealand               419

            PACIFIC REALM

            Fiji                    
1,127

            Fr. Polynesia        14,286

            Guam                    
8,658.2

            Marshall Is.

            New Caledonia            ----

            Papua New Guinea         ----

            Samoa                        957

            Solomon Is.             3,704

            Vanuatu                 
2,128
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